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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 Oct. 31: FLA Halloween
Party & Membership
Drive
 Nov. 24-25 Thanksgiving Break (Libraries
closed)

Individual membership & student
dues remain the same as last year.
The individual cost is $12.00. If a
department wishes to pay for their
student workers’ dues the prices
are based on the number of students in your group. 1-5 students:
$10.00; 6-10 students: $15.00;
11+ students: $20.00. We look forward to seeing everyone at our first
gathering!
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News from the Southeast Asia Collection, by Hao Phan
The Southeast Asia Collection has been receiving many visiting scholars, international
guests, and conference
participants throughout
the months of September and October.
On September 19, three
scholars and administrators from Bukidnon
State University in
southern Philippines,
which has an MOU with
NIU, visited the Southeast Asia Collection. The
delegate included Dr.
Joy Molina Mirasol, Vice
President for Research
and Extension, Mercibelle Barroso-Abejuela,
Assistant Professor, and
Dr. Sol Dinlayan. Dr.
Mirasol donated to the
SEA Collection the publication Looking Forward
by Looking Back: the
Bukidnon a Century
Hence, a book describing the Bukidnon artifacts collected by the
Field Museum in Chicago.
On September 21, twenty one people from the
Young Southeast Asia
Leaders Initiative
(YSEALI) program visited
the library. YSEALI is a
program funded by the
US Department of State
that brings outstanding
young people from
Southeast Asia to America for five weeks for

leadership training. For
the past several years,
NIU has been the host
institution for the YSEALI
program. This year, the
Center for Southeast
Asia Studies is working
with the Center for Black
Studies to educate
YSEALI fellows on social
movements and civil
rights in the US.
On September 29, eleven researchers from
Indonesia came to the
Southeast Asia Collection for a library instruction session and library
tour. Funded by the
government of Indonesia, the Indonesian Peningkatan Kualitas Publikasi Internasional
[Indonesian International Publication Quality
Improvement] program
sends doctoral candidates, who are also college instructors, to NIU
to work under supervision of NIU faculty members to advance their
research projects and
articles for publication.
While staying at NIU,
from September 21 to
December 7, the visiting
scholars will use library
materials for their research.
Dr. Tin Naing Win from
the University of Mandalay, Myanmar, is currently doing research in the

library, using the collection of Southeast Asia
classic maps and Burmese manuscripts. His
talk, "The Art of Cartography in Ancient Burma,"
will be presented in Rare Books and Special
Collection on October
19, from 7:00 – 8:00
p.m.
October is marked by
two important Southeast
Asia conferences at NIU.
The first one was the
12th International Burma
Studies Conference,
from October 6 to 9.
The second one is the
Thai Studies Conference, from October 28
to 29. Many conference
attendees, especially
international scholars
from institutions where
there are no Southeast
Asia collections, visited
our Southeast Asia Collection. Exhibitions on
Burma curated by Dr.
Catherine Raymond in
conjunction with the
Burma Studies Conference were held in the
NIU Art Museum, the
School of Art and Design, and the Southeast
Asia Collection. An exhibit on Thailand will be
displayed in the Southeast Asia Collection for
the coming Thai Studies
Conference.
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SEA Photos...

Joy Molina Mirasol and Mercibelle Barroso-Abejuela
from Bukidnon State University, Philippines, and
Professor Susan Russell (ret.) of NIU.

Fellows from the Young Southeast Asia Leaders
Initiative (YSEALI 2016) program.

Dr. Tin Naing Win from the
University of Mandalay, Myanmar.

Indonesian visiting researchers from
the PKPI 2016 program.
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Getting to Know...Jenny Symonds
I've been with Technical
Services, working in cataloging since early January of
2016. I started here after
finishing my Bachelors in
English from Rockford University in December of 2015,
and I'm forever grateful I was
able to land such a good job
straight out of college.
I work on cataloging here in
Tech Services. I do a lot of
DLC cataloging while working
on Member Copy and Alters.
I've really enjoyed my time
here, getting to see some of
the "behind the scenes" work
that goes into making an
academic library run.
Outside of work I'm a very
mellow person. I love nothing
more than lazy Sundays

where I can binge-watch
shows on Netflix, or visit with
my grandparents and other
close family. While in college
I loved studying Early American Literature, but now that
I've graduated I'll read just
about anything that piques
my interest. I also love classic movies/TV shows and
music. Currently I'm in the
middle of watching the original “A-Team” on Netflix, and
any 1980's action movie
with more fake explosions
than actual plot is my favorite kind of movie. But my alltime favorite show is
“Supernatural,” mostly because it's a good representation of all of the elements
that I love in a good story.

Receiving Books! by Pat Arne

Our biggest shipment so far this year! Debbie Evans, Jenny Symonds,
and Ginger Prothero-Schwersenska (in the background) are ready to
work on this part of a large shipment of books. Whew!

When it comes to books,
though, I'd honestly rather
write one than read one. I've
dabbled in publishing before,
but nowadays most of what I
write ends up online anonymously for people to enjoy,
as I find it more enjoyable to
write for pleasure than a
deadline.
Lately during the week I find
myself watching whatever
anime shows my boyfriend is
in the mood for, while reading the latest thing I've downloaded to my Kindle app,
and on the weekends I'm
usually swept up into the
crazy antics that my family
gets into.
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Digital-object Preservation, by Jaime Schumacher
Did you know that, in the
past 4 years, the University Libraries have been
awarded $770,000 in
federal grants for research and education
efforts related to the
long-term preservation
of digital objects
deemed to be of enduring cultural value? Jaime
Schumacher, Drew
VandeCreek, and Lynne
M. Thomas are the leaders of Digital POWRR
(Preserving digital Objects With Restricted
Resources), a multiinstitutional program
created with a National
Leadership Grant from
the Institute of Museum
and Library Services,
and currently funded by
the National Endowment
for the Humanities.
In partnership with 4
other Illinois Universities
(Illinois State, Illinois
Wesleyan, Western Illinois, and Chicago
State), the POWRR team
investigated potential
solution models for preserving digital materials

at libraries and archives
that are under-funded,
under-staffed, and/or
facing technology constraints. The preservation of digital materials
is challenging on several
fronts:
*The storage media on
which the materials
physically reside can fail
or become out-of-date
and unusable (e.g. floppy, zip, and Jaz disks)
*The software programs
with which they were
created become obsolete, making older formats unreadable by
newer versions (e.g.
WordStar and Lotus 1-23)
*The basic bits that
comprise digital content
can become corrupt
over time (e.g. bit rot)
*Materials can be mismanaged, lost, or decontextualized before
being acquired by a library or archive.
Consider this example of
loss: in 1996, the first
candidate to use the
World Wide Web in his
Presidential Campaign,
William Jefferson Clinton, was elected. Due to
a number of the factors
listed above, all that
remains of this historic
digital artifact 20 years
later is a screen shot of

the homepage. The rest
is lost to history.
As more and more of our
daily activities are manifested in digital objects
(pictures, research,
emails, committee meeting minutes, recordings,
tweets, scholarly publications, newsletters,
etc.), it is a point of pride
that the University Libraries are on the leading edge of digital
preservation research.
In recognition of their
efforts, the Digital
POWRR team received
the National Digital
Stewardship Alliance’s
2015 Innovation Award
and the Society of American Archivists’ 2015
Preservation Publication
Award. POWRR also is
active in the continuing
education of librarians
and archivists across
the country. They have
taught more than 25
digital preservation
workshops in 15 states
in the past 3 years, and
the POWRR leaders are
called upon frequently
to speak at national conferences and symposiums. Locally, they are
working with other members of the preservation
committee to create a
feasible digital preservation plan for the Libraries’ digital collections.

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 10

PAGE 6

Activism Exhibit, by Sarah Cain
In celebration of American Archives Month the
Regional History Center
at NIU created the exhibit, “Sometimes We Must
Interfere: Activism in
Northern Illinois.” The
exhibit focuses on how
and why people in
Northern Illinois have
promoted change and
showcases collection
materials that promote
discussions and actions
of change such as
strikes, labor issues,
boycotts, demonstrations, and voting behaviors.
This year we decided to
incorporate audio and
video clips from our Oral
History Collection into
the display. The clips
sample topics such as
the periods of campus
unrest in the 1960s and

1970s, the Wurlitzer
factory strike in 1942,
racial discrimination and
the boycotting of the Log
Cabin (DeKalb restaurant and student
hangout spot), unionizing, and the protest of
the Byron nuclear facility. The clips are accessible via the computer by
the exhibit cases or
through our exhibits
page on LibGuides
(http://go.niu.edu/
rdlxv9).
The exhibit is on display
through October in the
foyer so don’t miss it!
Also be sure to view the
showcase of radical
pamphlets and other
media outside of Rare
Books and Special Collections (4th floor) who
have partnered with us
this year.

The Last Word
I will admit to being a
news junkie while I was
on leave. What else is
there to do while performing countless hours
of exercises to strengthen my knee, but watch
the news?! Anyone who
has watched any news
lately knows how contentious EVERY discussion about politics or
society have been lately.
When I returned to campus and was met with a

new Freedom of Expression policy and the need
to plan for peaceful
demonstrations, I
thought, “This is what
academia is all about.”
Helping our students
develop their potential
as individuals and citizens through teaching
information skills and
protecting their First
Amendment rights is at
the heart of my love of
librarianship. To see our

students find peaceful
ways of expressing painful and deeply personal
truths one day, and
watching a livestreamed
discussion of international censorship issues
in calm and scholarly
ways the next, proves to
me that our work in academia and academic
libraries is not only valuable, but essential. For
reasonable and reasoned discourse to

become the norm, students must grow intellectually in an environment that respects and
allows for differences
and considers others’
perspectives. We in
libraries have our place
in this work, and I see
all of you striving to do
that work well every
day.
How nice it is to have
something besides the
shouting on TV to occupy my time!

